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E. Chipman Higgins, a retired Navy officer who also worked on the
development of alternative energy with Hawaiian Electric Co., died
Sunday. He was 79.
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Higgins was born on March 21, 1925, in New York and enlisted in
the Navy, where he rose to the rank of captain. During his 27 years
of service, Higgins worked on the Polaris system, the first
submarines to be armed with nuclear ballistic missiles during the
height of the Cold War.
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After retiring from the Navy, Higgins joined Hawaiian Electric as
director of energy supply. One of his responsibilities was to
develop and implement alternate energy sources.

He was instrumental in bringing geothermal energy and ocean
thermal energy conversion technology to the Big Island. He also
played a role in bringing wind power to O'ahu.

Longtime friend John Craven met Higgins while both were
assigned to the Polaris project. Craven was appointed the chief
civilian scientist for the project in 1963.

The two men continued their association after the Polaris project
when both became involved in the development of alternate sources
of energy.

"He was a wonderful guy, absolutely wonderful," Craven said. "He
worked very hard on the development of alternate energy."

Higgins retired from HECO and went on to serve as an energy
adviser to Gov. George Ariyoshi and many state legislators.
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Higgins served as president of the Honolulu Navy League and was
a director with the national Navy League. He also was a governor
of the Mayflower Society.

Higgins is survived by his wife, Barbara; son, Ronald II; daughters,
Marjorie Evans and Neal Walters; six grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren.

Private services.

Donations may be made to the American Cancer Society Hawai'i
Unit, 2370-B Nu'uanu Ave., Honolulu, HI 96817; Honolulu
Academy of Arts, 900 South Beretania St., Honolulu, HI 96813, or
the USS Missouri Memorial Association.

Reach Curtis Lum at 525-8025 or culum@honoluluadvertiser.com.

The Hunnhllu Advertiser

Bé“é?t

of the Best

MINI SITE MAP

:Education | Obituaries | Weather | Traffic hotspots | Military news | Discussion boards | Live chat | Columnists

:Surf report | UH sports | High school sports | Recreation | Sports calendar | On the Air | Golf report | National sports

:About Men/Women | Taste/Recipes | Faith calendar | Comics | TGIF calendar | Tube Notes

TGIF weekend calendar | 4-week guide | Movie showtimes | Dining | Visitors | National arts & leisure

‘Hawai'i stocks | Hawai'i mutual funds | Hawai'i mortgage rates | Island bank rates | Stock quotes | Moneywire | Coming events |

Trade Winds | Local resources

‘Letters to the Editor | Dick Adair's cartoons | Submit a letter | Submit a commentary

‘Travel almanac | Currency rates | Destinations | Sunday travel ads

‘The Daily Dish | Akamai Politics | The Warrior Beat | Volcanic Ash | Prep Talk | The Hot Seat

:Contact us | Back issues | Newspaper subscriptions | How to advertise | Frequently asked questions | About us | Site map | Terms

of service | Corrections

‘Classified ads | Shopping | Coupons | Place an ad
:Jobs: Careerbuilder.com | Cars: Cars.com | Apartments: Apartments.com | Shop: ShopLocal | Real Cities
‘Hawaii.com | 101 Things To Do | 4info | AroundHawaii

© COPYRIGHT 2007 The Honolulu Advertiser. All rights reserved C) =1 JCA
Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights (Terms Ty
updated May 2007) ILAC GANNETT CURDATION



