FOR POSSIBLE RELEASE

The sqiling craft, "DEAMON OF HAMBLE", which had successfully competed ir. a one man
transajtlamic yacht race was enroute from Newport, Ri to Fort Lauderdale, FL. Manned by
Mr. Angus PRIMROSE and Ms. Dereka DODSON of Sussex UK., the sailing craft had stopped
at Bc;u!or! NC (near Morehead City) to have a sailinaker do some rcpair work on the
spinnaker. The yacht left Beaufort Wednesday morning. The wind was hardly stirring. The
anxuia;ry engine and jib had o be used to maintain stecrage way, On Thursday the wind
"freshened. By Thursday night, Dereka stated that the waves were towering over their
vessel.f When Ms. Dodson came off the 9 to 11 watch, (2100 to 2300) she remembers telling
her cq:mpanion, “f hope that's the most adventerous thing I have to do." Ms Dodson was
belwwiin the cabin when the yacht capsized. It didn't right itself straightaway, Before the
yacht fighted, Ms. Dodson remembers Mr, Primrose commenting that they may have 1o swim
for it. She remembers them throwing themselves desperately at the bulkheads attempting
to right the yacht. After an interminable iength of time, the yacht did right itself. As they
hastily made thelr way 1o the bow, Ms. Dodson noticed that the stern was already awash.
tter telend launched the inflatable lferatt, but it became entangled with the rapidly sinking
yacht and intlated in an inverted position. Mr. Primrose immediately jumped overboard and
set to work freeing the lifeboat from the yacht. Ms. Dodson remembers her friend yelling
for heg to jump into the water, which she did just as the yacht slipped below the waves. Mr.
Prnmr;se helped her to the inverted raft, which they held on to. Dereka noticed a
mountainous wave descending on them. She slipped an arm through one of the fiferaft
lifting straps and held on for dear life. The gargantuan wave swept her companion free from
the Ji:“eran, Dereka remeinbers him implicitly telling her not 1o let go of the liferaft. They
both struggled to reach each other. The last thing he said to her. was."Hold on Ao*ﬂ\e
liferaft." Dereka saw many of the liferaft's provisions slide away into the water while it was

upslde!down. She managed to catch a flare, an air pump and a packet of rubber patches



(which ¢ aistakenly thought was a chocolate bar). By and large most of the provisions
slipped away into the sea. Afrer untold attempts, Dereka was able to right the raft with the
help of an obliging wave. She deposited her meager possessions in the 1aft, hut she was

ctuary.  After

spent, she couldn't find the strength to lift herseli into the waliting sar

sometime, Ms. Dodson sensed that a large white form was lurl just beneath the surface,

(she admits it could have been her imagination). With

ritish aplomb, Derela
resclved that after surviving ail she had been through, she wasn't going to aliow a dumb old
shark to chew her up. With enough adrenatin flowing to simultancously jump <tart six
carliac arrests, Ms. Dadson pulled herself into the liferaft. From late Thursday (23 OCT 89)
until rescued shortly after 0300, EST Tuesday, 28 October, it was Dereka Dodson ag:inst the
clements. She subsisted largely on rainwater and seawend. One partic tarly bountiful picce
of scawced was encrusted with small crabs and sirimp, Dereka closed her eves and
unceremoniously deveured them. She spread-eagled herselt inside the cramped contines of
the covered liferaft for hours on end. The rait capsized several fimes. Dereka was abie o

right it without 100 much trouble. She saw no sign of a ship ot 2 plane until Monday nght.

Aboard LSS CANOPUS (AS-34), the 0400 to 300 bridge watch was slowly winding
down. The Chief of the Watch, DKC HAFTMANN asked the Junior Officer of the Deck,
LT(j3) KEMMERER if the lookouts had reported an orange object in the water several

cun

thousand yards ahead. (DKC HAUFMANN, who is the ship's senior Dishursing Cle

tedly spot a ingly icant mistake in @ 1 cave and Taening Staterient at .

hundred p: ). The JOOD notified the Officer of the Deck and the ship's Commicnding

Officer, Captain MARXER, who was zlready on the br

Caprain MARXER proiptly

decioed to determine if the miniature orange object bebbing on the horizon could indecdd be

« liferaft. CANOFUS closed the contact. Dereka heard the soud af povrrfui ong

said that the sithouette of that "great grey ghost, backiishicd by ihe rising wun we: the

most wonderful, beautiful and awe inspiring thing she had ever seon. Doreka was afraid to



look out again. When she finally did venture another peck,

cmporarily panicked. She
couldn't spot the CANOPUS straight away. The wind and current had spun her raft part way
around. Her fears soon abated. The ship's motor whaleboat (manned by the boat crew and
the CANOPUS rescue and assistance detail) was ispatched. Ms. Dodson and her fragile
craft were plucked from the sea. Events were best sumined up when the CANOPUS crew
broke out in spontaneous applause as the boat davit lifted that most precious commodiity, a
human life, from the cruel grip of the sea. Dereka's survival can be attributed 0 her

indornitable will to live and her determination to tcil the story of the selfless sacrifi

her companion to give her a sccond chance at life.

Submitied by:

S. G, BUTLER

CWOH, U lavy
Public Affairs Officer
USS CANOPUS (AS-31)

Approved by:

H. L. MARXER

CAPT, U. S. Navy
Commanding Officer
USS CANOPUS {AS-34)




:cerpts from 28 October 1980 Slip's Deck Log of USS CANOPUS (AS-34),
ordginal log in central files maintained by the Chiter of Naval Operatlons.
Data extracted from information retatined onboard.

0721  Swall orange object sighted on hovizon off sterboard bow,

0723 Centatn on the bridge.

Commenced maneuvering ship at wvarlous ceu

ses and speeds to cl-se orange
chblect ¢ starhoard bow.

0747 Crauge object sighted at 0721 determined to be 1iieraft. Single cecupant
of liferaft acknowledges need fov ascietance, Calicd away the rescue e
aseietance detail and mustered the ready lifeboat rrew.

0749 Dispatched the Port Motor Whalecboat with crew, ship's diver and tws hospital
corpgmen embarked.

0750 Transferrel one person of undetermlned iaticnality

from Mferaft te potor
whaleboat., Liferaft taken abosrd moter vhale

0754 ALl englres stop. Motor whe alongeide to cove,
0800 Yotor whaleboat cradled.

0801 Liferaft pascenger onhaard.

0802 Lifera{t passenger eocerted to ehip's dispencary .

H. E. MARXEKR
Comanding Off{cer



